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SHAWNIGAN COBBLE HILL FARMERS INSTITUTE AND  
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

 
In 1985, the taxpayers of Cobble Hill voted by over 70 percent to provide an annual grant to 
the Shawnigan Cobble Hill Farmers Institute and Agricultural Society (Farmers Institute) to 
help the organization maintain and operate the Cobble Hill Hall, the Youth Hall and the 
various buildings situated on the fairgrounds in the heart of the Cobble Hill Village. 
 
The Farmers Institute is exceptionally grateful for the funding it receives annually from the 
taxpayers of Cobble Hill. This amount helps to pay for the insurance and other like expenses 
on this community holdings. In 2016, we were also fortunate to also receive $75,000 
(seventy-five thousand dollars) of Community Works funding to install geothermal heating for 
the ninety-five year old Cobble Hill Hall. 
 
The annual funding for the Cobble Hill Hall enables our volunteer members to plan and carry 
out annual activities that enrich the lives of many in the South Cowichan area.  
 
The Farmers Institute has an open membership. It was founded in 1909 by members of the 
community and the Independent Order of Foresters - Court Shawnigan. When it registered 
under the Provincial Government's Minister of Finance and Agriculture on November 3rd 1914, 
its stated purposes were: 

 
a) to improve conditions of rural life so that settlement may be permanent and 

prosperous; 
b) to promote the theory and practice of agriculture; 
c) to arrange on behalf of its members for the purchase, distribution or sale of 

commodities, supplies or products; 
d) to act generally on behalf of its members in all matters incidental to agricultural 

pursuits and rural development; 
e) to promote home economics, public health, child welfare, education and better 

schools. 

 
Although the Farmers Institute's mandate has changed over the years and it no longer issues 
certificates for blasting powder as it did in 1916, it continues to support agricultural pursuits 
and is actively engaged in raising community awareness of our agricultural heritage along 
with reiterating rural values and the diversity of farming activities in our area. 
 
Our main venue is the Cobble Hill Hall, which was built in 1921. Although it has been well 
maintained throughout the years, its preservation along with that of our Youth Hall, barns and 
grounds is critical to the Farmers Institute continuing to host its many activities and ensuring 
the community has space to meet and hold a variety of functions. Early in 2014, a new roof 
was installed on the main hall. With the Community Works Fund granted toward the end of 
2014, the Farmers Institute has upgraded its electrical service to 3-phase power, upgraded 
the lighting and electrical infrastructure in the hall, installed natural gas to enable the 
installation of a commercial stove and convection oven, installed gas fired hot water on 
demand, painted the interior and added another layer of insulation in the ceiling.  
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Shaw Go WiFi was also installed to cover the hall and fairgrounds. We have just installed 
geothermal heating in the hall to replace the two aging oil furnaces and facilitating the 
removal of the oil storage tank from the basement.  All of the above act to modernize this 
facility while at the same time reducing our greenhouse gas emissions and reducing our 
overall operating costs. 
 
The generous financial support provided by CVRD and the citizens of Cobble Hill assists 
volunteers in their efforts to continue to improve this valuable community asset and enhance 
the lifestyle of those living in South Cowichan. Without this additional funding the Farmers 
Institute would be extremely hard pressed to continue its work and to serve our rural 
agricultural area. 
 
 
PLANNED FARMERS INSTITUTE ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 2016 - 2017 
 
In any given year more than 25,000 people visit the combined venues of the Cobble Hill Hall, 
Youth Hall, Stu Armour building and the fairgrounds. Throughout the year, we host a variety 
of speakers at our general meetings covering various items of importance to the community 
and discussing different aspects of agriculture activity. The Farmers Institute also sponsors 
the Women's Institute, various 4-H Clubs, the South Cowichan Seniors organization and the 
services that are held each Remembrance Day in our hall. We also provide additional support 
for the ceremonies at the Cobble Hill Cenotaph.    
 
Farmers Institute Sponsored Events: 
 

1. South Cowichan Seniors - more than 150 Seniors from across the valley 
regularly attend the Seniors luncheons held on the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. The meals are made and served entirely by volunteers and are 
designed to be satisfying and nutritious. These luncheons provide an opportunity 
for Seniors to socialize over a hot meal, to build friendships and to enjoy the 
fellowship offered by those who attend these events. Space for these luncheons is 
provided rent free by the Farmers Institute. For the past three years the South 
Cowichan Seniors Christmas luncheon has served more than 190 Seniors. 
 

2. Valentine Tea - This special event honours Farmers Institute Life Members and 
recognizes those who have devoted extraordinary service to the Institute and the 
community.   
 

3. Seedy Saturday - Our annual seed and garden show along with its seed 
exchange component brings people together to buy, sell and exchange seeds. 
The focus is on heirloom varieties. This event also provides an opportunity to learn 
about many aspects of gardening from the experts in attendance. It is estimated 
over 800 people attend our Seedy Saturday happening.  
 

4. Easter Egg Hunt - The first 'hunt' was held in 2011 and it has grown in popular 
since then. This event focuses on providing younger children with a well protected 
venue for their 'hunt' while creating a more challenging environment for older ones. 
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5. Cobble Hill Fair - The Fair is the cornerstone event of our year. 2017 will mark the 
108th year of this wonderful reminder of Cobble Hill's agricultural past while at the 
same time noting, promoting and celebrating the future of community and of 
agriculture in our area. Ours is an old fashioned country Fair. It embraces 
everything from farm animals to scarecrow building along with wine making to 
vegetable and flower exhibits. There are multiple exhibitors and competitors 
representing many aspects of community life in South Cowichan: bee keeping, 
history, quilting and the best cake baked by a man to name but a few. Our Fair 
was attended by more than 5,500 people in 2016 and displays in our domestic 
science section were at an all time high. Our Fair brings together people from all 
walks of life to celebrate the importance of agriculture and community. 
 

6. Awards Night - Although associated with the Cobble Hill Fair, the Awards Night is 
a community pot luck where a social evening is enjoyed and trophies are awarded 
to winners from the Cobble Hill Fair. This year entries in The Great Pumpkin 
Contest were also on display to the delight of those attending. 
 

7. Halloween Haunted Barns - On October 31st the Farmers Institute barns or 
buildings are converted into haunted spaces and the invitation goes out to all 
those who dare to visit and delight in this activity. Hot chocolate, hot dogs and 
candies are shared around the bonfire for everyone who attends whether they 
brave the haunted space at this family event or not. 
 

8. Remembrance Day Ceremonies - Every November 11th starting at 10 a.m. in the 
Cobble Hill Hall, the Legions stage an historic remembrance of those fallen in past 
conflicts and those who continue to serve our country so that we can live free and 
in harmony with those who call Canada and the Cowichan Valley home.  On this 
day, the hall is filled to capacity while more than 2,000 wait outside for the 
ceremony at the Cenotaph. We are grateful to be able to participate in this event 
by providing space and refreshments for the day.   
 

9. Christmas Variety Show - Held in late November or early December, this event is 
open to the community in exchange for a donation of food or cash for the CMS 
Food Bank. This year's show will feature over 40 entertainers including Brenda's 
Brats and many others. It is a wonderful community event to help kick off the 
festive season.  
 

All Farmers Institute sponsored events are organized and staffed by very committed 
volunteers who generously give their time and energy to our community. 
 
The Farmers Institute also provides a venue for many community groups either free or at a 
very reasonable cost. Among them are dog obedience classes, community learning centres, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, all 4-H Clubs in the valley,  town hall meetings, TOPS, various 
recreation groups, the Cobble Hill Historical Society and the CVRD's APC and Parks 
meetings. In addition, Evergreen Independent School uses our facility as a gymnasium and 
the Cobble Hill Hall and grounds are used by them for their fundraising activities like Children  
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and Apple Pie and Breakfast With Santa.  The hall is also an emergency reception centre for 
the CVRD.  
 
Over the ensuing year, the Farmers Institute hopes to become more involved in community 
learning activities. Offering courses and/or training opportunities for members of our area for a 
reasonable cost would be beneficial. Examples of these would be wreath making, greeting, 
thank you and Christmas card design and construction along with movie nights and other 
activities of interest to community members. 
 
The Cobble Hill Hall, with its commercial kitchen, is available for rent by the public and it is 
often used for weddings, significant birthdays, anniversary celebrations as well as funerals, 
community information forums and other activities. The Youth Hall, Fairgrounds, and Stu 
Armour 4-H Memorial Barn are also available for the community to rent. The Farmers Institute 
contracts out janitor services while volunteers carry out all other activities including regular 
grounds and routine hall maintenance. 
 
Funds granted to Farmers Institute by Cobble Hill (Area 'C') taxpayers are gratefully 
acknowledged as being crucial to the repair, maintenance and operation of its facilities.   
 
 


